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Introduction

The Hunterian at University of Glasgow along with the National Galleries of Scotland are carrying out an extremely exciting research project
on the Scottish Colourists, a group of four Scottish born artists who worked between 1900 and 1930. The aim is to obtain clearer knowledge
of the group’s working practices, artistic techniques and materials. The starting point of this project was to establish which art galleries hold
Scottish Colourists’ works, specifically oil paintings. They are known for their use of vibrant colours. All four artists visited Paris early in their
careers from which they derived artistic inspiration. Although the artists knew each other they didn’t often exhibit collectively, in fact their
woi*ks were only shown together three times during their lives. It wasn’t until late 1940s that the four artists became known as the Scottish
Colourists.
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Objectives

(1) To establish which galleries in Britain hold Scottish Colourists oil paintings. (2) To collect all information available for each painting.
(3) To create an Excel sheet.

Methodology

(1) Galleries were contacted by phone and email. (2) Galleries visited were Hunterian, Kelvingrove, Pathfoot, Fergusson and Glasgow
Museums Resource Centre. Photographs were taken and sketches made. (3) Met and spoke with curators. (4) Excel sheet was constructed.

Results

(1) Many galleries in Britain hold Scottish Colourists paintings. (2) The number of paintings held by each gallery varies from less than ten to
as many as 200. (3) The Pathfoot and Fergusson Galleries obtained their collections by donation from The J D Fergusson Foundation
established by his wife Margaret Morris. (4) Excel sheet was produced.
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Conclusion

The Scottish Colourists are fairly well represented in galleries throughout Britain but unfortunately only a small percentage of their works is
on display. The majority are in storage, so appointments have to be made to view these. Further research is needed on the artists’ working
practices and materials they used. This can be achieved by taking paint samples and scientific examination.
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