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Call for Proposals: BALEAP Conference 2021 

• Hosted online by the University of Glasgow, Scotland, UK 

• Week beginning April 5th 2021 

• Updated: Proposal submissions due by 30th November 2020 

EXPLORING PEDAGOGICAL APPROACHES IN EAP TEACHING 

BALEAP invites you to join its 2021 biennial conference, which will be hosted by the University of 

Glasgow over the week beginning April 5th, 2021. For the 2021 conference, we have decided to go 

online. International scholars and practitioners are invited to join us to share insights experiences 

and research into pedagogical approaches in EAP teaching. The conference week will feature 

distinguished international plenary speakers, Special Interest Group (SIG) events, individual papers, 

workshops and panels, symposia, poster presentations, short lightning talks and a Pecha Kucha 

session. These will be offered in a range of formats including live online and pre-recorded talks and 

papers followed by synchronous and asynchronous discussions. We aim also to build in online social 

and networking events and opportunities to engage with key publishers. 

WHY ONLINE?  

The global COVID-19 pandemic of 2020 has presented us with a range of challenges, not least how to 

reach colleagues and students remotely, along with issues relating to sustainability and accessibility. 

The ongoing nature of the pandemic means a continued level of uncertainty relating to physical 

distancing and large-scale events. As we have all been developing a much-extended repertoire of 

online skills, taking the conference online offers up an opportunity also to truly engage with the 

BALEAP strapline ‘the global forum for EAP practitioners.’ We hope that you will join us in this 

endeavour.  

TIMELINE 

Updated:  

• Early November to 30th November 2020: Proposal submissions accepted 

• January 2021: Registration opens 

• End of January 2021: Participation confirmation due for all accepted proposals 

• W/b 5th April 2021: Conference 

 

CONFERENCE FEE 

BALEAP member rate: £30 

Non-member rate: £35 
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CONFERENCE THEME 

Teaching EAP necessitates a consideration not only of what we teach but also of the different 

processes that students engage in and how we facilitate learning through research-informed and 

research-led teaching. Building on the 2019 Leeds focus on the practitioner, the BALEAP 2021 

conference provides a forum to explore pedagogies employed in teaching EAP in different contexts, 

at different levels of study, face to face and online, and pedagogies for EAP teacher development. 

We believe a focus on pedagogy will help serve the aims of BALEAP in enhancing teaching and 

‘supporting professional development’ (BALEAP webpages 2018). 

We invite proposals from all involved in EAP and, as we run the first fully online biennial BALEAP 

conference, we would be particularly pleased to receive papers from international members of the 

community and practitioners who might otherwise be unable to attend.  

LINKING THEORY AND PRACTICE 

We are interested in proposals that showcase research-informed pedagogies in practice and 

examples of research of pedagogies in a range of EAP settings.  

The key strands are:  

1. TEACHING APPROACHES IN VARIED CONTEXTS 

We aim to represent a wide spectrum of EAP teaching activity and welcome submissions 

relating to diverse theoretical perspectives that inform practice (Genre informed, EGAP, 

ESAP, Academic Literacies, Critical EAP and others). We are looking for inspiration and 

innovation as well as examples of tried-and-tested good practice. Abstracts featuring 

teaching approaches or interventions that are clearly research informed and have been 

evaluated for effectiveness are particularly welcome. 

We are also interested in proposals that will show how approaches to assessment and 

feedback reflect approaches to teaching and facilitating learning, and enhance student 

outcomes. 

We are cognizant of the many and varied contexts in which EAP instruction is being 

delivered. We are also keen to exploit the advantages of the online conference format to 

reach as wide an audience as possible, ensuring diverse and inclusive representation. We 

also welcome submissions showcasing teaching practices from a wide range of geographical 

and institutional settings and employing a range of modalities (online, blended, face-to-

face).  
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2. TEACHER DEVELOPMENT 

We are interested in proposals that show how approaches to EAP teacher development and 

education reflect the needs of practitioners working in different contexts. We are 

particularly interested in proposals discussing approaches that enhance engagement and 

understanding of the range of factors involved in teaching EAP and, ultimately, practice. 

Submissions might include, but are not limited to, approaches for teachers at different 

stages their careers, of different lengths and types of CPD and teacher induction.  

3. QUALITY ASSURANCE AND QUALITY ENHANCEMENT IN TEAP 

Quality assurance (QA) and quality enhancement (QE) codes set expectations and aim to 

facilitate the best possible learning and teaching experiences. Proposals might include those 

showcasing innovative approaches to enhancing and assuring quality in EAP teaching, for 

example in student and staff involvement and partnerships, and approaches that align 

teaching and learning needs to QE mechanisms. 

 

4. RESEARCHING PEDAGOGIES IN EAP 

Educational research and scholarship have the potential to provide a rich evidence base for 

EAP practice and to spur innovation.  

We aim to showcase a range of scholarly work applying and employing different 

methodologies for scholarship that have clearly led to improved understandings and more 

effective practice. 

5. INFORMING AND RESPONDING TO TRENDS IN HIGHER EDUCATION  

The diverse contexts that EAP practitioners and researchers work in along with the changing 

priorities of HE present opportunities and challenges. We welcome proposals showing how 

pedagogies are both proactive and responsive to current issues in higher education. These 

themes include, but are not limited to, the increased prominence of teaching, enhancing the 

student experience, massification, marketization, transnational education, accountability, 

use of technologies and sustainability.  

Further information on presentation formats, guidelines for submissions, criteria for selection and 

the timeline for submission and review will be provided in the coming week. 

BALEAP21 is hosted by the University of Glasgow.  

Make contact, follow conference preparations and announcements via:  

• Conference support email: baleap2021@glasgow.ac.uk 

• Twitter: (@BALEAP, #BALEAP21) 

• Webpage: BALEAP Conference 2021 

• EAS Blog: https://englishforacademicstudy.wordpress.com/ 

mailto:baleap2021@glasgow.ac.uk
https://twitter.com/baleap
https://twitter.com/hashtag/baleap2021?src=hashtag_click
https://www.gla.ac.uk/schools/mlc/eas/about%20us/ouractivities/events/
https://englishforacademicstudy.wordpress.com/
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PRESENTATION FORMATS 

Please note, lengths of papers and workshops have been amended to cater to an online format.  

You are invited to submit a proposal for one or more of the following formats:  

• Paper 

• Workshop   

• Short Lightning Talks  

• Symposium 

• Poster  

• Pecha Kucha  

• Special Interest Group activities.  

Information on the range of formats is provided below. 

*Papers: 

We invite submissions for papers on the conference theme, focusing on one or more of the key 

conference strands. The goal of these papers is to share knowledge and to encourage critical 

dialogue among conference participants. Papers will last 20 minutes with 10 minutes for questions. 

Priority will be given to completed research/scholarship projects (i.e. work grounded in theory, 

including empirical and evaluated studies). 

Paper proposals should be submitted by the first author in the case of co-authored papers. The 

abstract part of the proposal should be between 300-400 words, providing an outline of the 

significance of the area and of the talk.  

*Lightning talks 

Short talks to allow and encourage practitioners to share e.g. an intervention, innovation, example 

of practice, demonstration, or aspect of scholarship they have used. This provides a step up from a 

poster for those newer to conferences or for smaller-scale projects and may provide participants 

with ‘take home’ ideas for their classroom or EAP centre. 

Lightning talks format: between 5 to 8 minutes maximum.  

We aim to group talks into block of three; where *pre-recorded, these will be made available in 

advance. There will be specific ‘follow-up’ question and answer sessions in the programme.  

The abstract part of the proposal should be between 200-300 words, outlining the key points to be 

covered. 

  



 

  

 
 

 

BALEAP 2021 Conference @ University of Glasgow                                          5 
 

Workshops: 

Workshops provide a hands-on, practical and interactive experience, focussing on one of the key 

conference strands. Workshops should be used to demonstrate and/or explore effective applications 

of pedagogies in EAP or provide hands on experience of research/scholarship tools and methods. 

Workshops will last 60 minutes. Leaders are encouraged to share pre-workshops materials or tasks 

for participants to view in advance, where appropriate.  

Please specify the number of participants you can accommodate (we anticipate running workshops 

via Zoom, with breakout rooms; we would suggest around 20-30 to allow for some interaction with 

rooms).   

Workshop proposals should be submitted by the first author. The abstract part of the proposal 

should be between 400 and 800 words and should include an outline of the workshop, intended 

learning outcomes and how participants will be engaged. 

N.B. A limited number of workshop slots are available. 

*Symposium: 

A symposium will allow for discussion of a key area based around three to four connected short 

talks. We invite proposals for symposia focusing on one or more of the key strands with the 

conference theme. A symposium must coherently address a key strand of the conference by 

proposing multiple perspectives and papers featuring a minimum of 3 speakers. The conference 

theme and key strand(s) can be addressed from research, theoretical and/or practice perspectives. 

Each symposium will be allocated one hour, at least 20 minutes of which will be allocated to 

questions and dialogue with the audience.   

Presentation sections of the symposium may be pre-recorded for viewing during the week.  

Symposium proposals should be submitted by the symposium organiser and should feature three to 

four presenters. The abstract part of the proposal text should be between 500 and 1000 words, 

describing the symposium as a whole. It may also include descriptions of individual contributions 

and titles within the panel. 

Posters: 

Posters lend themselves to research and scholarship that can be effectively presented visually. 

Posters should present preliminary or completed work, or consideration of pedagogies in the field of 

EAP in general. 

Posters will be available to view on the conference webpages with poster presentation slots hosted 

in Second Life to allow for extended discussion, and so at least one of the presenters should be 

available (in cases of joint submission).  

The abstract part of the proposal should be between 200-300 words and include an outline of the 

topic and focus. 
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Pecha Kucha: 

The Pecha Kucha presentations offer a rapid-fire informal opportunity to present on an area of 

interest relating to teaching and learning in EAP. Fitting in with the conference theme, a Pecha 

Kucha presentation takes a more light-hearted look at the field of teaching and learning/pedagogies 

in EAP. Pecha Kucha is a 6 minute and 40 second presentation of 20 slides shown for 20 seconds 

each.  

The abstract part of the proposal, between 200-300 words will outline the key points to be made.  

SIG themed events/slots 

The newly formed SIG groups are invited to present proposals for activities. These should take no 

more than half a day or around three hours. At least some SIG events are likely to run concurrently.  

Please feel free to contact the conference steering group to discuss ideas.  

The abstract part of the proposal should be between 500-1000 words, providing an outline of the 

aims of the event and key components.  

*Pre-recorded/pre-prepared submissions are likely to be requested.   

PROPOSAL SUBMISSION AND REVIEW PROCESS 

Proposals will be accepted from mid-September. Further details will be provided on our webpages.  

The deadline for submissions has been extended to 30th November 2020. Each proposal will be 
reviewed by at least 2 reviewers, from different institutions. The proposals will be rated as Accept, 
Accept with minor revisions or Reject.  Where minor revisions are required, applicants will have the 
opportunity to revise and resubmit. The reviewers’ decision will be final. Proposals including 
research should indicate adherence to local ethics practices. We aim to send notices of acceptance 
in November. Confirmation of acceptance will be due in December.  

CRITERIA FOR SELECTION 

The following criteria will form the basis for abstract selection and so may be useful for you when 

you are putting together your proposal: 

Interest: the work is sufficiently accessible and interesting to a wide, international audience  

Relevance: the proposal aligns with the conference theme and sub-themes  

• Research-informed and research-led pedagogies: the links to underling principles and 

theories are explained and justified 

• Research design for empirical research/scholarship: the research questions, context and 

participants, procedures for gathering and analysing data are explained and justified  
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Outcomes and Insights:  

• A description of how the work contributes to the understanding or practice of EAP is 

provided  

• For empirical work, evidence and/or findings are reported  

Coherence & Insights for symposia:  

• Appropriacy /significance of theme 

• Presentation of original and/or contrasting perspectives 

• Planned opportunities for audience discussion   

Audience Engagement (as appropriate for workshops and symposia) 

• Planned opportunities for active audience engagement in the session are described 

• Opportunities for audience participation in the discussion are included 

• Effective pedagogical practices are demonstrated and explained  

For group submissions, the first author is considered the presenting author and is expected to 

register for the conference. All presenting should register.  

PROPOSAL FORMAT: GUIDELINES FOR SUBMISSION 

You will be asked to submit the following:  

1. Title (15 words) 

2. Abstract for publication (word counts dependent on type of proposal) 

The abstract will be published on the conference website. It should address the conference 

theme, describing the proposal’s topic and indicating the literature, methods, evidence and 

conclusions, or the literature and current EAP conversations it engages with. Please note 

the length of abstract required is dependent on the presentation format as noted above.  

3. Additional Information section  

The additional information section should explain the rationale and significance of the 

proposal and its relevance to the conference themes, state the intended learning outcomes 

for participants and outcomes and include plans for participants’ engagement in the 

session, particularly important for workshops. This is for review purposes only and should 

be no more than 300 words in length. Please note, the requirements for the additional 

details section change dependent on the submission type. Please see details above. 

4. References 

A list of the major references (up to 10 major/indicative references, for review purposes 

only). 

Please anonymise the proposal text to the greatest possible extent to allow blind review (e.g., omit 

names of institutions; omit self-references to work that would identify you).  
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The author submitting the proposal will also be asked to provide co-author information including 

email addresses and affiliations where relevant. Please ensure you have the permission of the co-

authors to share this information. 

CONTACT 

BALEAP21 is hosted by the University of Glasgow.  

Make contact, follow conference preparations and announcements via:  

• Conference support email: baleap2021@glasgow.ac.uk 

• Twitter: (@BALEAP, #BALEAP21) 

• Webpage: BALEAP Conference 2021 

• EAS Blog: https://englishforacademicstudy.wordpress.com/ 

Conference Cost: There will be a small fee for conference attendance, with differentiated rates for 

BALEAP members/non-members.  

• BALEAP member rate: £30 

• Non-member rate: £35 
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