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‘West Coast Seminars’

on

Economic and Social Change in Russia and Eastern Europe

(Glasgow, West of Scotland [Paisley campus] and Strathclyde Universities)

Fifteenth Annual Series: 2008-09

‘The Housing Crisis as a Theme in Fiction’

Dr Lynne Attwood
University of Manchester

(Russian Studies)

Thursday 7 May 2009

at 5.30 pm

University of Glasgow

CEES Seminar Room, 8-9 Lilybank Gardens

Tea and coffee will be available from 5.00

All Welcome

This talk is concerned with the ways in which the urban housing crisis  was dealt with  in short stories in popular Soviet magazines such as  Ogonek and Rabotnitsa throughout the span  of  Soviet  history.    The  fictional portrayals of the housing crisis were  rather  different than  those appearing in the articles in the same magazines.  These magazines had   the specific aim of presenting a positive image of Soviet society to the  population,  and this was reflected in the supposedly factual articles.  The magazines’ fiction, on the other hand,   offered a rather more ‘truthful ’ account of the housing situation  and its human consequences, to some extent undermining  the messages the magazines were meant to be disseminating.     

Lynne Attwood is Senior Lecturer in Russian Studies at the University of Manchester. She is author of  The New Soviet Man and Woman:  Sex-Role Socialisation in the USSR (1990), Creating the New Soviet Woman:  Women’s Magazines as  Engineers of Female Identity, 1922-53 (1999);  and Gender and Housing in Soviet Russia:  Private Life in a Public Space (forthcoming).  She is also editor of Red Women on the Silver Screen (1993) and co-editor of Women in the Khrushchev Era (2004).

*  for further details please contact 

Prof Terry Cox, University of Glasgow


0141 330 2343   t.m.cox@lbss.gla.ac.uk
Dr Irene McMaster, University of Strathclyde

0141 554 4905   irene.mcmaster@strath.ac.uk
Prof Martin Myant, University of West of Scotland

0141 848 3367   martin.myant@uws.ac.uk
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