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This study Is the first empirical exploration
of the relationships between Black young
people, school exclusions and incarceration
In the UK, with a focus on Birmingham, the
second city In this country. It builds on
Graham’s study (2015) and critically
explores her claims that the trends are
worse In the UK than in the US after
shockwaves of austerity, racism and failing
public services.

Birmingham’s exclusion rates for Black
schoolchildren are representative of the
UK, and it has similar levels of population
density and ethnic diversity to London
(BCC, 2020).

This research offers a place-based
understanding of the practices and
experiences of the education and criminal
Justice system from the perspective of
excluded school children, parents, teachers,
prisoners, and former prisoners.

Introduction

The proposed study applies Graham’s
(2015) gendered framework to Black
Caribbean youth. Graham explores the
correlations between men’s experiences of
the educational and judicial systems and
argues that through the life experiences of
the interviewees, that school served as a
preparation for prison.

Building on and diverting from American
research (Gilmore, 2007, Heltzeg, 2016,
Sojourner, 2016, Mallett, 2016). , the
structural racism that channels Black young
people Into prison in the US Is rooted In Its
history of enslavement. The British context,
of course, Is deeply implicated in this. Still,
there are additional and untapped drivers of
racial inequality, including different
patterns of migration (e.g., historical and
ongoing racism against those coming to
Britain from the Caribbean), a unique
political system, culture and history of
colonisation. It is an urgent and timely
Investigation that promises to shed light on
a significant form of ‘symbolic violence’ in
contemporary Britain.
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Methodology

TI used ‘groundings’ as my methodology and

__ y VARG g9
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prisoners in Birmingham, employing epistemologies ' MYS SUPER Power 1
from the global South. Rooted In indigenous ontological | =M B
methods, these exchanges aimed at humanizing ' 4, '

participants, inspired by Walter Rodney's notion of the
guerrilla intellectual - “guerrilla intellectual” as
discussed by Rodney (2018): the guerrilla intellectual,

must “...struggle over ideas... to find ways of mastering
knowledge from a different perspective” (pp. 113-114).

Research Aim
The aim of this thesis Is to offer a new,
empirically informed understanding of how
the education and criminal justice systems

Interact as sites of racial and class
Inequality.
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Criminalization of Black
Youth

My latest magazine edition of Nostalgia 99
explores the deep-rooted histories of state
criminalization of ‘Blackness’. These same
notions are still deeply ingrained in the
education system in the 215t century.
Avalilable to purchase at:
www.nostalgia99.uk
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This study offers a timely investigation into
structural violence’ in contemporary
Britain. It will impact a range of debates

| around the nature, extent, and experience of
the school-to-prison pipeline.

It also Impacts debates and practices around
community activism and social
mobilisation.

Graham, K. (2015) DOES SCHOOL PREPARE MEN FOR PRISON? The Life Histories of Eleven Former Prisoners. The University of Birmingham
. Birmingham City Council (2020) Annual Education Performance Report 2019

. Davis, A. Y. &2003) Are Prisons Obsolete? New York: Seven Stories Press. o - »
. W. (2007). Golden gulag: prisons, surplus, crisis, and opposition in globalizing California. ACLS Humanities E-Book.

. Heitzeg, N. A. (2016). The school-to-prison pipeline: Education, discipline, and racialized double standards. Santa Barbara, CA: Praeger.
. Mallett, C. A. (2016). The school-to-prison pipeline: A comprehensive assessment. Springer Publishing Co.



